what was most remarkable was the liberality with which he used lii.s riches. lie gave his son and daughters the best education, The esteem which his good conduct procured him from the nobleman who had married his master's daughter, made him bo treated with much attention ; and his son, both at school and at the University of Oxford, associated wilh young men of the first rank. His allowance from his father, after he left college, was splendid ; no less than a thousand a year. This, in a man who had risen as old Thralc did, was a very extraordinary instance of generosity. He used to say, ' If this young clog docs not find so much after I am gone as he expects, let him remember that he has had a great deal in my own time.'
The son, though in affluent circumstances, had good sense enough to carry on his father's trade, which was of such extent, that I remember he once told me, he would not quit it for an annuity of ten thousand a year ; 'Not (said he,) that I get ten thousand a year by it, but it is an estate to a family.' Having -left daughters only, the property was sold for the immense sum .of one hundred and thirty-five thousand pounds3; a magnificent proof of what may be clone by fair trade in no long period of time.
There may be some who think that a new system of gentility3
- ' Mi1. IllriUcway, in n note on this passnyc, says :—' The predecessor of old Tlurda was Edmund Ilalscy, Esq.; the nobleman who married his dnughter was Lord Cobham. The family of Thralc was of some consideration in St. Albans; in [lie Abbey-church is n handsome monument 10 the memory of Mr. John Thralc, late of London, merchant, who died in 1704* lie describes the arms on the monument. Mr. Hay-wfird,in Mrs> Moaxfs A tilobiogrfiphy, i. 9, quotes her marginal noic on this pngc in Noswcll. She says that Edmund U:\Ucy, son of a miller al St. Albans, married ihc only daughter
of his mnsicr, old Child, of the Anchor Brcwhousc, Smillnvarh, and succeeded lo Ihc business upon Child's dcnih. ' Me sent for one of his sister's sons lo London (my Mr. Thrale's father); said he would make a man of him, and did so; bin made him work vciy hnrd, and treated him very roughly.' He left him nothing at liis death, and Thralc bought the brewery of Lord and Lady Cobham.
3 Sec/w/, under April 4, 1781, and June 16, 1781.
3 Mrs. llurncy informs me that she heard Dr. Johnson say, 'An English Merchant is a new species of Gentleman.' Me, perhaps, had in
mightd seem, Arwigcr at the same     his tongue.   Prior's Burke, p. 67.
